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Figure 1 Digital subtraction angiography (DSA) findings

Diagnostic DSA reveals left cervical internal carotid artery occlusion due to underlying dissection with
characteristic flame-shaped appearance (A). DSA images during (B, C) and at the end of mechanical throm-
bectomy (D) show extracranial and intracranial internal carotid artery recanalization and mural dissection (D;
arrows).

Cervical internal carotid artery dissection (CAD), a leading cause of ischemic stroke in young
adults, has been rarely associated with Fabry disease (FD)."* A 49-year-old man with left acute

middle cerebral artery occlusion due to underlying spontaneous CAD received IV thrombolysis
and mechanical thrombectomy, achieving complete reperfusion (figure 1).
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Further diagnostic workup excluding other stroke etiologies revealed bilateral cornea verti-
cillata and large-fiber sensory polyneuropathy with impaired lower limb temperature per-
ception (figure 2, D-F). Low a-galactosidase levels and molecular genetic testing disclosing
pathogenic GLA variant (c427G>A p.[Ala143Thr]) established FD diagnosis.

This case highlights that FD may represent a rare cause of CAD due to sphingolipid accu-
mulation in vessel walls.
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Figure 2 Diagnostic workup in Fabry disease
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(A; arrows) Hyperdense middle cerebral artery (MCA) sign in the left M1 segment on baseline brain CT. (B) Post-thrombectomy digital subtraction angiography
reveals complete reperfusion (Thrombolysis in Cerebral Infarction [TICI] 2B). (C; arrow) Residual basal ganglia infarction is depicted on follow-up brain MRI.
(D, E) Quantitative sensory tests show impairment of cold and warm perception in the lower limbs and (F) corneal confocal microscopy reveals bilateral cornea
verticillata. CDT-HDT = cold and heat detection thresholds.
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