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A 9-year-old girl presented with sudden loss of consciousness
and CT scan of the brain showed right thalamic hemorrhage with
ventricular extension (figure 1). Carotid and vertebral angio-

graphic study revealed a right thalamic arteriovenous malforma-
tion (AVM) extending into the right orbit. Ophthalmoscopy
demonstrated extensive AVM involving the retina of the right eye
(figure 2). A similar eye examination performed 1 year ago had
revealed congenital retinal vascular anomalies, but no further
investigation was arranged. Unilateral AVM involving the retina,
brain, and sometimes skin constitutes Wyburn-Mason syn-
drome.1,2 Retinal AVM may signify concomitant intracranial AVM,
which warrants detailed neurologic assessment.
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Figure 1. CT scan of the brain shows intracerebral hemorrhage
over right thalamic area with ventricular extension and hydro-
cephalus.

Figure 2. Ophthalmoscopy demonstrates extensive arteriovenous
anastomoses involving the entire retina of the right eye. The anom-
alous vessels are extremely tortuous and congested. The venous
stasis caused scattered retinal hemorrhage. The visual acuity of
this eye was 20/70.
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