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A 52-year-old woman with Parkinson disease (PD) since age 42 on carbidopa/levodopa 25/
250 5 times/d developed “offs” characterized by left foot dystonia. After adding rasagiline 1mg/
d, multihour episodes of gaze deviation, anxiety, retrocollis, and dyskinesias ensued (video,
links.lww.com/WNL/A30). Symptoms, marginally improved with diphenhydramine, resolved
when levodopa was held temporarily. They did not recur after discontinuation of rasagiline.

Typical oculogyric crisis lasting hours with accompanying psychiatric features is rare in PD.1,2 It
is more commonly associated with dopamine blockers, postencephalitic parkinsonism, and
disorders of dopamine metabolism.1 Levodopa-induced brief suppressible gaze deviation, to-
ward the side most affected in advanced PD, is more prevalent.2

Author contributions
Jennie Davis: study concept and design, acquisition of data, drafting and critical revision of
manuscript for intellectual content. Julie Kurek: study concept and design, critical revision of
manuscript for intellectual content. JohnMorgan: study concept and design, acquisition of data,
critical revision of manuscript for intellectual content. Kapil Sethi: study concept and design,
critical revision of manuscript for intellectual content.

Study funding
No targeted funding reported.

Disclosure
J. Davis reports no disclosures relevant to the manuscript. J. Kurek received speaker’s honoraria
from Teva. J. Morgan: consultant to Acorda, Impax, Lundbeck, Teva, Veloxis, and the National
Parkinson’s Foundation; speaker for Impax and Teva; research support fromNIH andNational
Parkinson’s Foundation; expert witness and consultant in various neurologic legal cases.
K. Sethi: past employment: Merz Pharmaceuticals; consultant for Cynapsus and Teva Grant;
support from the NIH, National Parkinson’s Foundation, Kyowa, AbbVie, Acadia, Biotie, and
Serina; expert witness in welding and metoclopramide litigation. Go to Neurology.org for full
disclosures.

References
1. Slow EJ, Lang AE. Oculogyric crises: a review of phenomenology, etiology, pathogenesis, treat. Mov Disord 2017;32:193–202.
2. Grotzsch H, Sztajzel R, Burkhard PR. Levodopa-induced ocular dyskinesia in Parkinson’s disease. Eur J Neurol 2007;14:1124–1128.

From the Neuroscience Institute ( J.L.D.), University of Washington-Valley Medical Center, Renton; and Movement Disorders Program, Department of Neurology ( J.A.K., J.C.M.,
K.D.S.), Augusta University, Georgia.

Go to Neurology.org/N for full disclosures.

MORE ONLINE

Video

links.lww.com/WNL/A30

Teaching slides:
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