
RESIDENT
& FELLOW
SECTION

Section Editor
Mitchell S.V. Elkind,
MD, MS

Prahlad K. Sethi, MD,
MBBS

Nitin K. Sethi, MD,
MBBS

Josh Torgovnick, MD

Correspondence to
Dr. Nitin Sethi:
sethinitinmd@hotmail.com

Download teaching
slides: Neurology.org

Teaching NeuroImages:
Red forehead dot syndrome and
migraine revisited

A 32-year-old woman with episodic headaches pre-
sented with 1.5 months of continuous left frontotem-
poral headache, pain, and dragging sensation in the
left eye. Red forehead dot was noted along with eyelid
ecchymosis (figures 1 and 2). Family history of
migraine was reported in the patient’s father and
grandmother. Neurologic examination and brain
MRI, magnetic resonance angiography, and magnetic
resonance venography had normal results and workup
revealed no evidence for vasculitis. Activation of the
trigeminovascular system leading to release of vasoac-
tive peptides is the likely cause of the red forehead dot
and eyelid ecchymosis seen in some migraine
patients.1
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Figure 1 Photograph of the patient shows red
forehead dot sign

Figure 2 Photograph of the patient shows eye
lid ecchymosis and redness of skin in
the V1 distribution of the trigeminal
nerve
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