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Teaching Neuro/lmages:
Isolated peripheral facial palsy due to

ipsilateral pontine infarction

[ Figure 1 Photographs of the patient depicting left peripheral facial palsy ]

(A) The patient shows drooping of the eyebrow and corner of the mouth in the left face at rest. (B) Decreased movement of
the left side of the forehead, eyebrow, and corner of the mouth with maximal effort was observed.

[ Figure 2 Brain MRI

(A) Axial diffusion-weighted image shows a focus of restricted diffusion in the left dorsal pons. (B) Axial fluid-attenuated
inversion recovery image reveals a corresponding focus of hyperintensity signal.

A 72-year-old woman presented left peripheral facial
palsy for 1 day. Neurologic examination revealed
isolated left peripheral facial palsy (figure 1). She
did not have additional pontomedullary symptoms
or signs, such as diplopia, abduction weakness, facial
sensory loss, vertigo, nystagmus, or dysarthria. A
brain diffusion-weighted MRI scan showed a hyper-
intense signal in the left dorsal pons (figure 2) in the

region of the seventh nerve nucleus. Infranuclear
facial palsy with isolated facial weakness has been
reported rarely, and may be misdiagnosed as Bell

palsy.'?
AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

Seong-il Oh: concept and design of study, interpretation of data, drafting
and revising the manuscript. Eung-Gyu Kim, Hae Woong Jeong: analysis

of data and concept of study. Sang Jin Kim: concept and design of study,

From the Departments of Neurology (S.-1.0., E.-G.K., S.J.K.) and Diagnostic Radiology (H.W.].), Busan Paik Hospital, Inje University College of

Medicine, Busan, Korea.

Go to Neurology.org for full disclosures. Funding information and disclosures deemed relevant by the authors, if any, are provided at the end of the article.

© 2015 American Academy of Neurology el


mailto:jsk502@hotmail.com
http://neurology.org/lookup/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000001707
http://neurology.org/lookup/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000001707

e2

analysis and interpretation of data, drafting and revising the manuscript,

study supervision.

STUDY FUNDING
No targeted funding reported.

DISCLOSURE

The authors report no disclosures relevant to the manuscript. Go to

Neurology.org for full disclosures.

Neurology 85 July 7, 2015

REFERENCES

1.

Agarwal R, Manandhar L, Saluja P, Grandhi B. Pontine
stroke presenting as isolated facial nerve palsy mimick-
ing Bell’s palsy: a case report. ] Med Case Rep 2011;
5:287.

Ahn SK, Hur DG, Jeon SY, Park JJ, Kang HS, Park KJ. A
rare case of pontomedullary infarction presenting with
peripheral-type facial palsy. Auris Nasus Larynx 2010;37:
747-749.

© 2015 American Academy of Neurology. Unauthorized reproduction of this article is prohibited.


http://neurology.org/lookup/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000001707

Neurology

Teaching Neurol mages:. | solated peripheral facial palsy duetoipsilateral pontine

infarction

Seong-il Oh, Eung-Gyu Kim, Hae Woong Jeong, et al.

Neurology 2015;85;el-e2

DOI 10.1212/WNL.0000000000001707

Thisinformation iscurrent as of July 6, 2015

Updated Information &
Services

Supplementary Material

References

Subspecialty Collections

Permissions & Licensing

Reprints

including high resolution figures, can be found at:
http://n.neurol ogy.org/content/85/1/el.full

Supplementary material can be found at:
http://n.neurol ogy .org/content/suppl/2015/07/03/WNL .0000000000001
707.DC1

This article cites 2 articles, 0 of which you can access for free at:
http://n.neurology.org/content/85/1/el.full#ref-list-1

This article, along with others on similar topics, appearsin the
following collection(s):

All Cerebrovascular disease/Stroke
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/all_cerebrovascular_disease strok
e

Infarction

http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/infarction

MRI

http://n.neurol ogy.org/cgi/collection/mri

Information about reproducing this article in parts (figures,tables) or in
its entirety can be found online at:
http://www.neurol ogy.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions

Information about ordering reprints can be found online:
http://n.neurol ogy.org/subscribers/advertise

Neurology ® isthe official journal of the American Academy of Neurology. Published continuously since
1951, it isnow aweekly with 48 issues per year. Copyright © 2015 American Academy of Neurology. All
rights reserved. Print ISSN: 0028-3878. Online ISSN: 1526-632X.

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

NEUROLOGY.



http://n.neurology.org/content/85/1/e1.full
http://n.neurology.org/content/suppl/2015/07/03/WNL.0000000000001707.DC1
http://n.neurology.org/content/suppl/2015/07/03/WNL.0000000000001707.DC1
http://n.neurology.org/content/85/1/e1.full#ref-list-1
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/all_cerebrovascular_disease_stroke
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/all_cerebrovascular_disease_stroke
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/infarction
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/mri
http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise

