RESIDENT
& FELLOW
SECTION

Section Editor
Mitchell S.V. Elkind,
MD, MS

Divyanshu Dubey, MD
Pradeep N. Modur, MD,
MS

Correspondence to
Dr. Dubey:
divyanshudubey87@gmail.com

Download teaching slides:
Neurology.org

e80

Teaching Neuro/lmages:

Partial Brown-Séquard syndrome

A rare presentation of CMV myelitis

[ Figure MRI findings of a case of cytomegalovirus myelitis ]

(A) Thoracic spine MRI shows increased signal intensity on sagittal short T1 inversion recovery from T2 to T4 vertebral seg-
ments (arrow) and a mild disc herniation below it. (B) Axial T2 shows hyperintensity of left hemicord at the level of T3

vertebra.

A 53-year-old man with AIDS presented with left leg
weakness and right leg numbness. Examination was sig-
nificant for left lower extremity weakness in a pyramidal
pattern (4/5), left knee and ankle hyperreflexia, left
Babinski sign, and decreased pain and temperature sen-
sation over right lower extremity extending up the right
torso up to T5 dermatome. Vibration and propriocep-
tion were normal. Thoracic spine MRI showed hyper-
intensity in the left hemicord (figure, A and B). CSF
analysis showed mild protein elevation with lympho-
cytic pleocytosis, and positive cytomegalovirus (CMV)
PCR, consistent with CMV myelitis. Treatment with
gancylcovir' and foscarnet® resulted in gradual improve-
ment in the patient’s symptoms and examination.
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