
NEUROIMAGES

Ramsay Hunt syndrome type II

A 57-year-old man developed 3 days of left facial pain and swelling with left-sided hearing loss followed by a
painful, unilateral, erythematous, and vesicular rash on the left anterior two-thirds of the tongue, external audi-
tory canal, lip, and face typical of varicella-zoster virus reactivation (figure). Reactivation in the geniculate
ganglion or facial nerve is uncommon and typically causes tongue and auricular lesions or facial palsy and was
described by Hunt in 1907.1 The patient received IV acyclovir and oral prednisone with rapid improvement in
pain and resolution of lesions and improvement of hearing over 1 month.

Shuhan Zhu, MD, Yelena Pyatkevich, MD

From Boston University School of Medicine, Boston University Medical Center, MA.

Author contributions: Shuhan Zhu: drafting/revising the manuscript, accepts responsibility for conduct of research and final approval,
acquisition of data. Yelena Pyatkevich: drafting/revising the manuscript, study concept or design, accepts responsibility for conduct of
research and final approval, study supervision.

Study funding: No targeted funding reported.

Disclosure: The authors report no disclosures relevant to the manuscript. Go to Neurology.org for full disclosures.

Correspondence to Dr. Zhu: Shuhan.Zhu@bmc.org

1. Hunt JR. On herpetic inflammations of the geniculate ganglion: a new syndrome and its complications. J Nerv Ment Dis 1907;

34:73–96.

Figure Ramsay Hunt syndrome type II

Vesicular rash involving the left anterior two-thirds of the tongue due to geniculate ganglion involvement by varicella-zoster
virus reactivation eponymously named Ramsay Hunt syndrome type II. Additional lesions on the left lower lip and face are
consistent with involvement of the third branch of the trigeminal nerve.
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