Blurry as tremor

[ Figure Regentesses of the Old Men's Almshouse, 1664 ]

Courtesy of Frans Hals Museum, oil on canvas, Haarlem. Photograph: Margareta Svensson. For the painter to have seen the
shoulders at 2 levels steadily, the frequency of oscillation should have been about human flicker fusion threshold (16 Hz),
characteristic of orthostatic tremor.

The late Renaissance Dutch painter Frans Hals (1582-1666) was a master of revealing his subjects” peculiar-
ities. However, in the Regentesses (figure), he shows a neurologic condition—the blurred shoulder margin of the
woman in the middle suggests trembling in a standing figure.'

Is it possible that Hals, who once amazed Van Gogh? by his 27 “blacks,” borrowed a technique from double
exposure photography' centuries in advance to depict a fairly common (e.g., parkinsonian or essential) tremor?
Or the alternative: he painted what he saw—very fast trembling, producing illusion of double shoulders—
perhaps the earliest depiction of orthostatic tremor.

Sayyed A. Sohrab, MD

From the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

Study funding: No targeted funding reported.
Disclosure: The author reports no disclosures relevant to the manuscript. Go to Neurology.org for full disclosures.

Correspondence to Dr. Sohrab: ssohrab@med.umich.edu
1. Kloss W. Dutch Masters: The Age of Rembrandt. Chantilly, VA: The Teaching Company; 2006.

2. Van Gogh V. The Letters of Vincent Van Gogh to His Brother and Others (1872-1890). London: Constable and Robinson;
2003.

© 2013 American Academy of Neurology 853


http://neurology.org/
mailto:ssohrab@med.umich.edu

Neurology

Blurry astremor
Sayyed A. Sohrab
Neurology 2013;81;853
DOI 10.1212/WNL .0b013e3182a4a46f

Thisinformation iscurrent as of August 26, 2013

Updated Information & including high resolution figures, can be found at:

Services http://n.neurol ogy.org/content/81/9/853.full

Citations This article has been cited by 1 HighWire-hosted articles:
http://n.neurol ogy .org/content/81/9/853.full##otherarticles

Subspecialty Collections This article, along with others on similar topics, appearsin the
following collection(s):
Tremor

http://n.neurology .org/cgi/collection/tremor

Permissions & Licensing Information about reproducing this article in parts (figures,tables) or in
its entirety can be found online at:
http://www.neurol ogy.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions

Reprints Information about ordering reprints can be found online;
http://n.neurol ogy .org/subscribers/advertise

Neurology ® isthe official journal of the American Academy of Neurology. Published continuously since
1951, it isnow aweekly with 48 issues per year. Copyright © 2013 American Academy of Neurology. All
rights reserved. Print ISSN: 0028-3878. Online ISSN: 1526-632X.

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

NEUROLOGY.



http://n.neurology.org/content/81/9/853.full
http://n.neurology.org/content/81/9/853.full##otherarticles
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/tremor
http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise

