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he issue of Neurology: Clinical Practice that you are reading is a new feature of the journal. In

response to feedback from American Academy of Neurology (AAN) members, we undertook to

provide new content, with a new perspective, that complements the rich scientific and related fare
in the parent journal.

Neurology has entered an exciting phase of scientific discovery and rapid advancement in therapeutic
options, resulting in a more complicated landscape for the practicing neurologist. As practitioners we also face
increasingly rigorous maintenance of certification requirements. A variety of publications, including Neurology®,
have done an excellent job of relaying new scientific discoveries pertinent to neurologists. In discussions with
friends and colleagues over the years, however, it has become apparent that the dissemination and application
of these discoveries into the practice of neurology has been challenging, as many publications are geared to
primary research articles, with limited practical relevance for the practicing neurologist. These expressed views
complement and support the views expressed by AAN members in surveys.

Today we launch an exciting new publication, Neurology: Clinical Practice (NCP), geared specifically toward
filling that void. In this inaugural issue, we offer a number of different types of articles, including the following:

* “Five new things in...” The goal of these articles, on topics including Parkinson disease, multiple sclerosis,
gliomas, and stroke, is to update practicing neurologists on emerging issues in various important fields.

* “Approach to the patient with...” The focus in these articles will be a practical discussion of problems faced by
the practicing neurologist caring for a complex patient.

* “Cases.” Utilizing 2 different formats, both short (an interesting image and brief discussion) and long (a full
case, with longer discussion), we hope to offer interesting and timely cases with important teaching points.

* “Ethical issues.” Neurologists are faced every day with challenging ethical issues, often with no clear
answer. These discussions will help identify the issues to help in dealing with ethical concerns.

* “The challenging patient.” This might be a difficult personal interaction or a complex clinical problem.

* “Practice issues.” These articles will highlight issues related to office function, such as incorporation of elec-
tronic medical records.

* “Health policy.” Discussions of health policy issues, with special emphasis on changes in national health
care policy as it affects neurologists.

We hope you find these articles stimulating, educational, and useful to you in your practice. One more issue
of NCPis planned; as with this issue, it will appear as a supplement to Neurology®. If successful, we will launch
NCP as a full-time journal in the family of publications under the auspices of the AAN. One measure of success
will be your response to our initial efforts: after these issues appear, we will ask for your feedback via a survey in
which we will seek your honest opinions and your constructive suggestions on how we might best tailor a
publication like NCP to your needs and goals. We look forward to hearing from you.
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