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A 60-year-old obese woman with diabetes, hyperten-
sion, and progressive bilateral leg weakness over 2 years
was admitted for a complicated urinary tract infection.
She had hyperreflexic lower extremities with 3/5
strength and bilateral Babinski at presentation. Within
24 hours the patient became paraplegic with areflexia,
0/5 leg strength, preserved proprioception, and a T7 sen-
sory level. MRI with gadolinium (see figure) showed epi-

37. Steventon G, Humfrey C, Sturman S, Waring RH, Williams
AC. Monoamine oxidase B and Parkinson’s disease. Lancet
1990;335:180.

38. Garpenstrand H, Ekblom J, Forslund K, Rylander G, Oreland
L. Platelet monoamine oxidase activity is related to MAOB
intron 13 genotype. J Neural Transm 2000;107:523-530.

39. Miiller MM, Gerster T, Schaffner W. Enhancer sequences and
the regulation of gene transcription. Eur J Biochem 1988;176:
485-495.

40. Chen Z-Y, Powell JF, Hsu Y-PP, Breakefield O, Craig IW. Orga-
nization of the human monoamine oxidase genes and long-range
physical mapping around them. Genomics 1992;14:75—-82.

41. Shih JC, Zhu Q-S, Grimsby J, Chen K. Identification of hu-
man monoamine oxidase (MAO) A and B gene promoters.
J Neural Transm Suppl 1994;41:27-33.

42. Nutt JG. Catechol-O-methyltransferase inhibitors for treat-
ment of Parkinson’s disease. Lancet 1998;351:1221-1222.

43. Lee MS, Lyoo CH, Ulmanen I, Syvinen A-C, Rinne JO. Geno-
types of catechol-O-methyltransferase and response to levo-
dopa treatment in patients with Parkinson’s disease. Neurosci
Lett 2001;298:131-134.

44. Takkouche B, Cadarso—Suarez C, Spiegelman D. An evalua-
tion of old and new tests of heterogeneity in meta-analysis in
epidemiologic research. Am J Epidemiol 1999;150:206-215.

45. Costa—Bouzas J, Takkouche B, Cadarso—Suarez C, Spiegelman
D. HEpiMA. A software for the identification of heterogeneity in
meta-analysis. Comput Methods Programs Biomed 2001;64:
101-107.

46. Tan EK, Khajavi M, Thornby JI, Nagamitsu S, Jankovic J,
Ashizawa T. Variability and validity of polymorphism associa-
tion studies in Parkinson’s disease. Neurology 2000;55:533-538.

Neuro Images

Figure. MRI with gadolinium of the
cervico-thoracic-lumbar spine. T1-
weighted sagittal (A) and axial (B) im-
ages demonstrate the presence of
epidural fat from T1 to T9 and thecal
sac compression.
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dural lipomatosis from T1 to T9 causing anterior thecal
sac displacement and spinal canal narrowing. After lam-
inectomy with excision of the epidural fat and subse-
quent rehabilitation, motor function improved to
baseline. Epidural lipomatosis should be considered
when evaluating obese patients with progressive para-
paresis. The patient had no evidence of Cushing disease
or chronic steroid use, which are known risk factors.?
Abrupt paraplegia is atypical for this disease process.
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