Message from the Editors to our ad hoc
Reviewers

All papers submitted for publication in Neurology undergo
peer review.* Neurology papers have at least two ad hoc
reviewers, and the majority have three or more reviewers.
For example, in this particular issue 78% of the articles
received at least one re-review by an ad hoc reviewer. For
the approximately 3,000 papers Neurology receives each
year, well over 10,000 reviews are obtained.

Neurology depends upon the dedication, skill, and com-
mitment of our ad hoc reviewers. The mean time from
manuscript submission to initial decision has been de-
creased to less than 3 weeks. Expedited papers are usually
peer reviewed within 14 days. A recent example in Neurol-
ogy was the expedited paper, “DBS and diathermy interac-
tion induces severe CNS damage” (Nutt JG, Anderson VC,
Peacock JH, Hammerstad JP, and Burchiel KL. 2001;56:
1384-1386). It was peer-reviewed and accepted within 7
days of submission and was published 10 weeks from
submission.

Our reviewers are expert and experienced. When we
ask for the assistance of a new reviewer we always obtain
at least two reviews from established experts. The busiest,
most senior leaders in clinical neuroscience are among our
best and most timely reviewers. The rewards for reviewers
include the knowledge that they are contributing to good

*With the exception of the biennial Presidential Address.

science, the opportunity to gain perspective on their field,
and the experience that improves their own ability to write
effectively. Good reviewers are excellent mentors and clin-
ical neuroscientists.

Our reviewers work anonymously. Neither the authors
nor the other reviewers know their identity. However, the
Editors know and have the highest admiration for these
established and emerging leaders in their fields of
expertise.

Listed below are the reviewers who completed reviews
in the 6 months between October 2000 and March 2001.
Those with an asterisk reviewed five or more papers, and
those with two asterisks reviewed 10 or more—and many
of them reviewed 20 or more. An increasing number of our
reviewers are from outside the United States. These re-
viewers’ timeliness and care equal that of reviewers from
the United States.

The Editors thank the following reviewers who contrib-
uted their time and expertise to the success of Neurology.
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